
 
 

Southwest Power Pool 
TRANSMISSION OWNER SELECTION TASK FORCE 

Conference Call 
January 19, 2010 

1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. CPT 
 

-DRAFT MINUTES- 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order and Introductions 
Chair Carl Huslig called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. on January 19, 2010 and asked for 
a round of introductions. The following people were in attendance: 
 Carl Huslig (Chairman) 
 David Linton 

Terri Wendlandt 
 Dennis Reed 
 Ian Benson 

Marvin VanBebber 
Katy Onnen (Secretary) 

There were no proxies received for the meeting. 
Agenda Item 2 – Review of Agenda and Additional Agenda Items  
Carl Huslig asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda as posted.  There 
were no additions or changes. 
Agenda Item 3 – Approval of Minutes  
Carl Huslig asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the December 
10, 2009 meeting.  The minutes were approved as submitted. 
Agenda Item 4 – Transmission Owner Selection Process 
Dennis Reed and David Linton presented the Transmission Owner Selection Process 
document which they worked on together to revise since the last TOSTF meeting.  There 
were some questions that David wrote into the document that the group needed to discuss 
and come to a conclusion on.  They walked through the document describing the changes 
and the questions that arose.  
 
First, David explained the additions he made to the section regarding the Selection 
Committee resulting from the discussion during the last TOSTF meeting and the decision that 
the SC would be comprised entirely of SPP staff members.  Expert stakeholders would act as 
advisors to the committee if needed.  Also, it was clarified that expert stakeholders could not 
be an employee of an affiliate of the entity vying to construct the project. 
 
A question arose as to why an officer level SPP employee was required as part of the SC.  Is 
this really necessary or do we want to be more specific about which officer it is?  The group 
decided to specify that the Chair of the SC should be a Director level or above employee at 
SPP and remove the Officer level member requirement. 
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In the RFI section, a question arose as to whether the 15 day requirement should be 
calendar days or business days.  Dennis is concerned with the length of time the process will 
take to complete.  The intention is that the RFI will be based upon the NTC issued by SPP, 
thus should not take a long time to develop.  The group decided to leave the requirement as 
calendar days. 
 
Regarding the Oversight Committee granting an extension of 30 days to review the RFP 
responses, it was stated that it would be a hassle to get the OC to approve the extension due 
to their meeting schedule.  The group decided to allow the SC to grant itself an additional 30 
days, but added a requirement that the SC must notify the OC of the extension and the 
reason for the extension. 
 
The group decided to remove the language regarding ranking the candidates from most 
qualified to least qualified due to the word “qualified” being somewhat vague.  Instead, the 
ranking of Qualified Entities will be as prescribed by the Selection Process appendix. 
 
Finally, the group discussed using a Novation Agreement versus a Designation Agreement in 
assigning the Selected Transmission Owner as the new Designated Transmission Owner.  
The group agreed that the document should generally refer to agreements instead of a 
specific agreement that should be signed. 
 
Carl Huslig asked Katy Onnen to send out a copy of the document including the appendices 
to the entire group by Friday, January 22, 2010 and that David Linton specifically review the 
document from a legal perspective prior to the next meeting. 
 
The Transmission Owner Selection Process document is attached as revised during the 
meeting (Attachment 1 – Transmission Owner Selection Process). 
Agenda Item 5 – Future Meetings 
Chair Carl Huslig asked Katy Onnen to poll the group to check their availability for a 
conference call on February 9 or 10, 2010. 
Agenda Item 6 – Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:42 p.m. on January 19, 2010.  
 
Respectfully Submitted-  
 
Katy Onnen 
TOSTF Secretary 
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Transmission Owner Selection Process 
 
Overview: 
 
Prior to the start of this process, SPP must have identified a specific project to be built and 
sent a Notification to Construct (NTC) to the Designated Transmission Owner (DTO) 
pursuant to Attachment O, Section VIII of the SPP Tariff.  If the DTO either: 1) informs SPP 
that it does not want to be a DTO and does not arrange for another entity to assume the 
NTC in its place, 2) does not respond to the receipt of the NTC within the time (“90 day 
period”) and in the manner required by Attachment O, or 3) can not reach an agreement on 
a modified NTC with SPP within in the 90 day period, then SPP shall solicit a new 
Transmission Owner to build, own, operate and maintain the project1 (“Triggering Events”).  
The overall selection process is shown in fig. 1. 
 

                                                 
1 SPP Open Access Transmission Tariff, Attachment O, Section VIII(6), page 300L. 
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The Transmission Owner that first receives the NTC as the DTO remains the DTO until 
another qualified entity can be found and agrees to become the DTO in its place2.   
 
The Transmission Owner Selection Committee 
 
Once one of the Triggering Events has taken place, Staff will notify the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors (BOD) and the Chairman of the Oversight Committee.  The Oversight 
Committee (OC), with recommendations from Staff, will form a Selection Committee (SC), 
consisting of a group of SPP Staff to oversee the selection process and to make a 
recommendation to the Oversight Committee in accordance with the process described 
herein.  The Chair of the SC shall be an SPP employee at the Director level or higher.  The 
SPP Staff members of the SC shall include at least one employee from each of the following 
functions, not to exceed nine members. 
 
SPP Staff: 
Engineering 
Regulatory 
Operations 
Finance 
 
The SC may designate Stakeholder Experts in order to provide input and expert opinions to 
the SC.  The designated Stakeholder Experts shall be selected for their expertise  to 
supplement the knowledge and expertise of the SC.   
 
Ultimately the selection of the Stakeholder Experts shall be at the discretion of the SC to 
assist in its final recommendations. 
 
For a Stakeholder Expert to qualify to participate with the SC, the Stakeholder must not be 
an employee or consultant for any of the entities or their affiliates vying to construct the 
project.  If, after a Stakeholder Expert is selected and agrees to participate, the company 
that the Stakeholder Expert represents in the SPP does initiate efforts to seek to construct 
the project, the Stakeholder shall immediately notify the SC and shall be removed as a 
Stakeholder Expert.  Each Stakeholder Expert must sign a confidentiality agreement prior to 
participating in the selection process stating that the Stakeholder will not pass any of the 
information they may receive as a Stakeholder Expert to anyone who is not a member of the 
SC, the OC, the BOD or another Stakeholder Expert. 
 
Stakeholders Experts shall be the primary source from which the SC shall obtain expertise 
which it deems to be beyond its capability.  The SC may also utilize such consultants as it 
determines are necessary to provide specific expertise.  The SC may on occasion query a 
Committee or Working Group regarding a matter it deems necessary to obtain such 
Committee’s or Working Group’s input.  In the event the SC determines that it must query a 
Committee or Working Group, the query shall be narrowly designed in order to maintain the 
integrity of the evaluation process.   
 
                                                 
2 Ibid. 
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Request for Information (RFI) 
 
The SC’s first formal action after its formation shall be to issue a Request for Information 
(“RFI”).  The purpose of the RFI is to generate a list of those entities interested in becoming 
the DTO for the NTC and which meet the list of minimum requirements given in Attachment 
O.  The RFI will be developed by the SC based upon the original NTC issued by SPP.  The 
RFI shall contain the overall parameters of the project, the original NTC, and any additional 
information as specified in Appendix A (RFI/RFP Procedures).  The SC shall develop and 
post the RFI within 15 days of the formation of the SC.  The RFI will be distributed to all 
Transmission Owners in SPP, posted on the SPP website and OASIS.  A general notice to 
all members of the SPP noting the posting of the RFI will be distributed by SPP.  SPP may 
also pass the notice to anyone who has expressed an interest in becoming a Transmission 
Owner in the SPP.   
 
Those entities wishing to participate in the selection process must respond back to the SC 
within 30 days of the posting of the RFI with the required information.  The SC will review 
the responses for completeness and reject any response that is incomplete.  The SC shall 
notify a responding entity if its response is rejected for being incomplete.  If time allows, the 
responding entity may resend its response back to the SC for consideration.  The 
responding entity shall demonstrate that it has obtained all state regulatory authority 
necessary to implement the NTC3; and has signed or is capable of and willing to sign the 
SPP Membership Agreement as a Transmission Owner upon selection4 before it can qualify 
to receive the RFP 
 
If no response to the RFI is received, then the SC will inform the OC and the BOD of the 
lack of interest; and the obligation to construct shall remain with the DTO. 
 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 
 
After the RFI has been posted, the SC will start the development of the RFP.  The 
information required in the RFP is detailed in Appendix A (RFI/RFP Procedures).  The SC 
shall complete and send the RFP within 45 days of posting of the RFI.  The RFP will only be 
sent to those entities that have responded to the RFI and have met the qualifications of the 
RFI.  Only such entities shall be considered qualified to continue in the process (“Qualified 
Entities”).  Any entity that has failed to respond to the RFI as specified therein will be 
deemed to have waived its right to respond to the RFP.  Each Qualified Entity (“QE”) shall 
respond to the RFP within 30 days from the date the RFP is sent to the QE (“Response 
Window”).  A QE may request an extension of time to the Response Window; however, the 
Response Window shall not be longer than 45 days from the date the RFP was sent to the 
QE.  The SC may grant such an extension of time based on good cause provided by the 
QE.  Good cause for an extension to the length of the Response Window may include, but 
not be limited to: documented proof that the RFP was not received in a timely manner by the 

                                                 
3 SPP Open Access Transmission Tariff, Attachment O, Section VIII(6)(i), page 300L. 
 
4 SPP Open Access Transmission Tariff, Attachment O, Section VIII(6)(iii), page 300L. 
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QE, holidays, delay of information from SPP, and/or a delay in information from third parties 
required for the QE to complete its response to the RFP. 
 
The SC will immediately review each response to the RFP it receives for completeness.  
The SC will promptly return any response to the QE that is incomplete; however, the QE 
may resubmit its response if the resubmittal is made within the Response Window. Any QE 
that fails to respond to the RFP within the Response Window will be deemed to have waived 
its right to respond to the RFP. 
 
If no response to the RFP is received, then the SC will inform the OC and the BOD of the 
lack of interest; and the obligation to construct shall remain with the DTO.   
 
Selection Process 
 
Upon the receipt of the last QE response, or upon the closing of the Response Window, 
whichever is first to occur, the SC will begin its review of the information supplied by each 
QE responding to the RFP.  The SC shall review all the responses to the RFP and make its 
recommendation to the OC based upon the selection process outlined in Appendix B within 
30 days of the initiation of its review.  During the review period the SC may ask additional 
questions of a responding QE and/or have each responding QE give a face-to-face 
presentation.  The selection process is detailed in Appendix B (Selection Process).  The SC 
may take up to an additional 30 days to complete its review if either the number of 
responding QEs or the complexity of the analysis requires additional time.  The SC must 
notify the OC of the extension and the reason for the extension prior to the end of the 
original 30 day review period.  The recommendation shall rank each QE as prescribed by 
Appendix B in a non-discriminatory manner based upon the information supplied, or 
obtained, through the review period.  The SC will compile an internal report detailing the 
process, participants, data and results of its deliberation.  A public report will also be 
published by the SC; however, the public report shall not contain any confidential 
information obtained by the SC during the selection process.  The public report shall be 
made available to all SPP stakeholders prior to the final selection of the BOD. 
 
The OC shall review the SC recommendation, results and explanations and submit those 
results, along with its recommendations to the SPP BOD.  The SPP BOD shall select a QE 
for the project (Selected Transmission Owner or “STO”) and a backup QE based upon the 
input it receives from the OC.   
 
Post Selection Activities 
 
Upon the selection of the STO by the BOD, SPP shall notify the STO that it has been 
selected to become the new DTO for the project.  The STO shall sign any necessary 
agreement(s) obligating it as the DTO to assume all of the rights and responsibilities related 
to the project and the NTC pursuant to the SPP Membership Agreement and the SPP 
OATT.  If the STO does not respond within 15 days of notification, is no longer willing to 
become the DTO, or is unwilling to sign the necessary agreement(s); the STO shall be 
deemed to have waived its right to become the DTO.  SPP shall then contact the backup 
QE and offer the project to it on the same terms the project was offered to the STO.   
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If the backup QE also fails to sign the necessary agreement(s) to become the DTO within 15 
days of notification, SPP shall notify the BOD, OC and the SC of the results.  The SC and 
OC shall review the remaining applications and submit another recommendation to the 
BOD.  If no other QE can be found to construct the project, then the original Transmission 
Owner shall remain the DTO and shall be required to begin following the requirements of 
the NTC. 
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